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And now 

 

A Word 
 
From our Pastor 
 
   Pastors do not like 
to talk about money, 
but financial stewardship is an important part of 
our spiritual life.  Giving is a spiritual gift that 
blesses and enriches the giver as much as the 
receiver.  
   This past year has been a difficult one. Covid-
19 certainly disrupted our lives in so many ways, 
and one of those ways is financially.  It has been 
a difficult year for churches as well.  
   While we have been very careful and prudent 
with our expenses, as of the end of April, our 
church’s giving year-to-date has come in at 
around $6,900 below our expenses.  At this rate 
of deficit spending we will be in the hole $21,000 
at the end of the year, which will present some 
major problems for the church.  I would ask each 
of us to be in prayer for the financial health of our 
church and how we might be able to respond. 
 
In gratitude for each one of you, 
 
Pastor Jeanie 
 
 

Bio – A biography of a member of the church 
can be included each month.  If you have a 
suggestion, please let us know through our eMail 
PHUMCNewsletter@GMail.Com , or call the 
church office at 898-1327 
 
 

 
 
 

   
Greetings, my name is 
Diana Fessler.  I was 
born September 23, 
1957 in the Meriden 
Hospital in Meriden, 
Connecticut.  My 
mother and father 
divorced when I was 
eight, and then she 

married my step-father in 1967. 
   They bought land sight unseen from a "land 
party" type thing on the east coast to tempt all 
the New Englanders to "go west young man!"  
Anyway, they bought land in Rio Rancho, moved 
our family of six including a baby under 1 in a 
Ford Bronco (not today's bronco mind you).  
   As far as schooling goes I had been in 9 
schools in 12 years.  I graduated from Moriarty 
High School in 1975 - 12th in my class.  Kari and 
I have talked about this a lot and compared 
notes, so I'm sure she won't mind me saying this, 
I was fortunate enough to don a crown.  I was 
Moriarty's 1st and only Junior Miss in 1975. 
  John, my husband, and I met during our senior 
year in school.  Actually the day we met, after 
the hellos, he yelled at me for not telling him it 
was my birthday the day before.  I just looked at 
him thinking, "Well sir!  I really didn't know you 
cared, I just met you."  We have been married 45 
years and I know I still have the best man in the 
world. 
   We have 2 adult daughters who are the lights 
of our lives.  I was told I would never have 
children and never know why, so I feel doubly 
blessed to be able to say our first granddaughter 
just celebrated her 1st birthday. 
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   I had a couple odd and end jobs for a while but 
my favorite paid jobs were (1) working as the 
Pensions Officer in the Conference Office of the 
United Methodist Church.  It was amazing, and 
(2) was substitute teaching at the K-5 
Elementary School my girls were attending. 
   We have been attending PHUMC for about 17 
years now.  I knew Rev. David Snyman from the 
Board of Ordained Ministry when working at the 
Conference office.  We chose PHUMC because I 
knew David, and we needed a youth group for 
our daughters. 
   Many of you have heard me speak before 
about my faith journey, let me just say without a 
shadow of a doubt that my God loves me so very 
much, and I continue to study and live in the 
Word.  No, I am nowhere near where I think God 
wants me to be, but I also know he holds me up 
on the journey. 
   Part of that journey was studying to become a 
Chaplain. I feel blessed to be able minister to my 
church family in such a special way.  
   As far as my life right now, John and I are 
retired.  After 41 years working as a Locomotive 
Engineer, John thought it was time to buy our 
travel trailer and take off for the hills like his 
parents before us. 
 

 
 
PHUMC Pre-school 
 
Pre-school:  There are still a few openings for 
the summer program, although the numbers are 
looking good in the midst of this pandemic. 
 
Pre-school graduation was May 21st. 
 

 
 
Quote of the Month 
 
“Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The 
most certain way to succeed is always to try just 
one more time.” 
—Thomas Edison 
 
 
 

Long-time Member Presented with Two 
Awards 
 

On April 25, 2021, 
Stefani and I arrived at  
PHUMC to attend the 
9:00am service.  My  
Daughters, their Hus-
bands, and youngest 
grandson met us there.  
I was pleased to think 
we could all sit to-
gether, and that they 
wanted to attend with 
us.  Towards the end of 
the service, Dave Price 
asked Stefani and me 
to come up to the 

podium.  Silently I thought, "What's going on?"   
Dave then announced that I had been appointed 
to become a member of the Society of John 
Wesley Fellows.  I thought, "Wow! How in the 
world did this honor come to me?"  What a 
surprise it was for me to join Johnny Price and 
Jim Mogford as a John Wesley Fellow, #846, in 
the history of the worldwide United Methodist 
Men's organization.  Dave presented me with a 
really nice plaque, and he asked Stefani to pin 
my collar with a medal stating this. 
   We began walking back to our seats, and John  
White took Dave's place at the podium, and said, 
"Wait a minute, we're not quite through."   
We turned around, stood at the front, and John 
then bestowed upon me the Cross and Flame 
award, for my years of work with the Boy  
Scouts of America, and the Cub Scouts 
sponsored by the Paradise Hills Men's  
Fellowship.  I received a beautiful framed 
certificate. 
   I am humbled by these honors my fellow 
members of the United Methodist Men's  
Fellowship have bestowed on me, and I will hold 
them in high esteem for the rest of my life. 
 
In His Service,  

Richard K. Groff 
 

 



New Sunday Morning Schedule 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 
   As you know, we sent out a survey earlier this 
year to find out your thoughts and preferences 
for the Sunday morning schedule as we go 
forward from Covid-19 restrictions.  Thank you 
so much to all of you who took the time to fill out 
the survey.  We so appreciate your input!  What 
we found out from the survey was that 90% of 
the people who responded endorsed the idea of 
the contemporary service being first, followed by 
Sunday School, and then the traditional service.  
 
   However, when the Board discussed the 
proposed change, significant concern was raised 
about getting teenagers and young children to 
church by 8:30am.  Since it is imperative that we 
begin attracting young families, the Board felt 
that it was imperative to move the start time for 
the first service to 9:00am.  This, in turn, affects 
the length of our fellowship time.  Over the 
course of the summer, we want to see how this 
schedule works so we can tweak it -- or make 
major changes -- prior to our fall kickoff. 
 
   So, beginning on June 6, this will be the new 
Sunday morning schedule: 
 
9:00am – Contemporary Worship  
   in Fellowship Hall 
10:00am – Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am – Traditional Worship  
   in the Sanctuary 
 
   You will notice that the Contemporary Worship 
service will remain in the Fellowship Hall.  After 
consultation with the music ministry and 
technology teams, here are some of the reasons 
that this service will remain in Fellowship Hall: 
 
• The praise team, No Dark Corners, will have 
more room for their instruments and for the way 
they need to be situated; 
• Seating is more flexible; and 
• The sound system in the Fellowship Hall is 
more compatible with the needs of No Dark 
Corners. 
 
   Again, this is going to be a trial run this 
summer so that we can see how the new 

schedule works and what changes may be 
necessary before we get rolling in the fall.  After 
a few weeks of trying this new schedule, we will 
welcome your comments and suggestions. 
 
   Thank you so much for your faithfulness 
throughout this long season of Covid-19, 
whether you have continued to worship online or 
have joined us for in person worship.  We hope 
you will bear with us as we work out the new 
schedule and make adjustments as needed. 
 
In Christ’s love, 
 
Pastor Jeanie 
 

 
 

 
 
Serving for Worship  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
   The signup sheet for Sundays Altar Flowers is 
posted on the bulletin board in the fellowship 
hall. 
Flowers are $20.00. 



Sunday School 
 
   As of June 6th, Children’s Sunday School 
meets at 10:00am.  They will meet in the 
children’s Sunday School wing.  
 
   Youth Sunday School also meets at 10:00am 
in the Youth room led by Jim Kessler. 
 

 
 
Youth News 
 
Youth will be meeting every other Sunday at 
5:00pm, due to the fact that they can't eat dinner 
together right now. 
 

 
 
Worship Reminders 
 
 
   In worship we request to wear masks if not 
fully vaccinated. 
 
Check out the PHUMC Music Ministry  
   YouTube Channel at:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCah4IgCXYl
JLPRZxd8HM1Vw?v 
 
or go to YouTube and search  
   Paradise Hills UMC Music Ministry 
 
   We have some of Steve's Wiseman’s CDs 
available.  Any donations for the CDs will go 
to the PHUMC choir. 
 
 

 
 
Sunday Announcements 
 
   Any announcements that folks want to include 
on the screen at the worship services need to 
send them to Becky Talbott by Thursday of the 
week. 
 
phumcmusicministry@gmail.com 

The 5th Sunday in May 
 
It was great to see all the PHUMC polo shirts on 
Sunday! 
 
Thank you for your generous support of 
Storehouse West and The Rock at Noon Day. 
   
Thanks, also, for all the contributions to CareNet. 
 

 

 
 
Live Streaming Church 
 
   Within 45 days or so we’ll be looking at 
construction (so be careful when coming to 
church) for fiber optics.  In the future, this could 
be enough band-width to help us live stream our 
services.  Maybe even other events. 
 
   Currently, our services are posted on You 
Tube as pre-recorded services. 
 

 
 
Do you know of any visitors? 
 
   If you know of any visitors that might want to 
attend PHUMC services, please guide them to 
make a reservation on-line.  Reservation 
deadlines are Wednesday for the following 
Sunday.  They can also check out our website, 
and the services on You-Tube:  search – 
Paradise Hills.  The office can also answer any 
questions at 505//898-1327. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCah4IgCXYlJLPRZxd8HM1Vw?v
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCah4IgCXYlJLPRZxd8HM1Vw?v
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Prayer for Friends and Family/Prayers for 
Those in Harm’s Way 
 
   During the COVID-19 pandemic, you may have 
noticed that the quarterly Prayer for Friends and 
Family/Prayers for Those in Harm’s Way has 
been on hiatus.  Now that it appears the 
pandemic restrictions are being lifted, we want to 
reinstate this prayer emphasis for our friends and 
family members.   

 
   The next Prayer 
for Friends and 
Family/ Prayer for 
Those in Harm’s 
Way is scheduled 
for July 21, 2021 at 
7:00 pm.  
Depending on 
church policies, this 

prayer meeting may meet virtually via Zoom or in 
a hybrid mode combining Zoom and face-to-face 
meetings.  We will update the details in the July 
Messenger.   
   As indicated by the name, this prayer meeting 
focuses on friends and family members with 
long-term spiritual or physical concerns:   
   needs for salvation; 
   needs to return to God;    
   needs to find a Godly fellowship;  
   and, needs for healing— 
      body, mind, soul, spirit and/or relationships.   
 
   The Prayer for Friends and Family is for those 
seemingly insurmountable concerns that do not 
appear to be answered.  The Prayer for Friends 
and Family is a corporate plea to our Heavenly 
Father to intervene in situations that seem 
impossible.  It is our response to deliberately and 
persistently ask for God’s help, seek God’s 
intervention and knock at the gates of Heaven 
like Jesus tells us to do.  We will never know 
what God can do until we seek Him persistently. 
 
   The Prayer for Those in Harm’s Way is a 
means to intentionally pray for those who work in 
areas where they are in harm’s way:  
   people in the military; 
   those who work in law enforcement;  
   those in emergency services;  
   and, those who, by their work find  
      physical, mental and spiritual opposition  

      of their seeking to do God’s will  
      (such as pastors and missionaries). 
 
   After the hiatus, a new prayer list needs to be 
assembled.  We in the church need your input of 
people we need to pray for in our Prayer for 
Friends and Family/Prayer for Those in Harm’s 
Way.   
 
For the prayer list:  
   we need the names of those to be prayed for,  
   their specific needs,  
   how these people are related to you  
      (friends or family members),  
   and how we can contact you  
      if there are any questions  
      (i.e. phone number, eMail).   
 
   We need this information no later than Sunday, 
July 18.  Since this is a new list, we need all new 
information.  Nothing of the old prayer lists will 
be retained.  And, as we continue these prayer 
lists, we will delete prayer requests that have not 
changed in a year. 
 
   We also need volunteers to help pray through 
these prayer concerns.  Are you available for 
God to use you for this vital ministry? 
   You can provide your prayer requests and your 
availability to pray - to Dave Price  
   with the church office  
   or with Dave Price  
      in his Prayer Advocate’s box –  
         dropped off or mailed to the church,  
      by e-mail at dr555price@msn.com  
      or by phone at 505/897-0875). 
   If you have any questions, please contact 
Dave Price before July 18, 2021. 
   Your participation is needed in this vital prayer 
ministry. 
 

 
 
Choir Summer Break 
 
   Although the Choir will take it easy for a few 
months, special music is still needed.  Contact 
Becky Talbot for more information. 
505//660-4136 
phumcmusicministry@gmail.com 
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Missions 
 

   We are looking for a person 
interested in being our 
Missions chair.  Any 
interested person or a 
suggestion is to be directed 
to Pastor Jeanie. 

 
Collection made for Puesta del Sol 

Elementary Teachers and Staff 
   Thank you for your generous donations to the 
teachers and staff of Puesta del Sol Elementary 
school.  The response was amazing!  The school 
was definitely pleased and expressed how much 
they appreciate this church and our partnership 
with them. 
 

 
 

 
   Many thanks to the PHUMC Board for 
providing and serving a meal for the preschool 
teachers for Teacher Appreciation Day!  We 
appreciate all the good work Angie Rippie and 
her teachers are doing to serve our community 
and make a difference in the lives of the children. 

Summer Time Fun for Kids 
 
   Since there is no 
VBS this year, there 
will be a safe, clean, 
and loving 
environment for your 
little ones this 
summer. 
There will be 2 

summer sessions: 
 
Session 1 – June 7th thru July 1st 
Session 2 – July 7th thru August 5th  
Both Monday  - Thursday from 9am to 1am 
Registering now til June 7th. 
Registration packets available on our website 

www.PHUMCPreSchool.Net 
 

   This will be for ages 2 yrs. (not potty trained) to 
those entering 5th grade. 

   There’ll be:  Bible Study – Story time – Craft 
time and Outside play time 
 
   Payments for tuition and materials must be 
paid upon registration.  You may pay by cash, 
check, or an invoice can be sent. 
 
Please note –  
   this is a NUT FREE facility and activity. 
 
For further information please text or call  
   505//219-8799 
 

 
Hello Church Family, 
 
   We are going to have an awesome summer 
program this year and I am looking for your help.  
I will have a board outside of the fellowship hall 
this Sunday May 23 with supplies we need for 
our summer program.  If you are able, please 
take what you can.  Please bring back donations 
on Sunday May 30th or Sunday June 6th, there 
will be a bucket labeled summer program 
donations to place them in. 
 
Thank you for helping our kids! 
 
Rhonda Mayhew, Director of Children and 
Families 

http://www.phumcpreschool.net/


Retiring Old Glory 
 

   When the 
United States flag 
(Old Glory) 
becomes worn, 
torn, faded or 
badly soiled, it is 
time to replace it 
with a new flag, 
and the old flag 

should be "retired" with all the dignity and 
respect befitting our nation's flag.  The traditional 
method of retirement is to incinerate the flag, but 
this does not mean that one should simply drop 
the entire flag (intact) into a fire. 
 
   A flag ceases to be a flag when it is cut into 
pieces.  In addition, it is easier to completely 
incinerate the flag, if it is cut into smaller pieces.  
A flag should never be torn up like an old bed 
sheet.  It should be cut up with scissors or 
shears in a methodical manner.  The corners of 
the flag should be stretched out over a table top 
and someone should cut the flag in half, 
vertically (be careful not to cut up the blue star 
field.  Then, place the two halves together and 
cut them in half, horizontally.  You will end up 
with four pieces of flag, one being the blue star 
field. 
 
   NOTE:  The reason we do not cut the blue star 
field is it represents the union of the fifty states 
and one should never let the union be broken. 
 
   While the Scouts are performing the flag 
dissection, other Scouts should start and tend a 
medium size, wood fire (preferably in a metal 
drum or incinerator).  Once the flag remnants 
and fire are ready, you perform the following 
ceremony.  The Scouts maintain a vigil over the 
fire until all traces of the flag remnants are 
destroyed.  Then, the fire is extinguished and the 
ashes are buried.  The burial can be completed 
with a moment of silence while taps is played by 
a bugler. 
 
   NOTE:  Before accepting a flag for retirement, 
the recipient should obtain information about its 
history. For example: Where has it flown?  
How long?  

   Any memorable events happen at that site?  
This information should be used in the 
ceremony. 
 
   A specific ceremony for the retirement of a 
United States of American Flag can be found at 
http://www.usscouts.org/ceremony/flagret1.asp 

 
   PHUMC has 
a Flag 
Retirement 
Box created 
by Simon Gay 
from Boy 
Scout Troop 
106.  He is a 
Life Scout 
working on his 
Eagle Scout 
achievement.  
The Flag 

Retirement Box is his Eagle project. 
 
Thank you Simon!  
 

 
 
Church Activities 
Submit your activity through the Messenger’s 
eMail – Deadline is the 15th 
PHUMCNewsletter@GMail.Com 
 
Hiking to Paradise (HtP) 
 
   HtP is meeting in person on Tuesdays in the 
Alpha Sunday School Class room at 6:30pm. 
 
   This is an accountability group discovering our 
discipleship in Jesus Christ. 
 
   Masks and social distancing are required if 
unvaccinated. 
 
   For more information, please contact Peggy 
Stevens at 505//898-8217 or 
Peggy.A.Stevens@GMail.Com 
 
 
  
 
 

http://www.usscouts.org/ceremony/flagret1.asp
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Prayer and Praise 
 
   We have been holding a weekly prayer 
meeting, Prayer and Praise, via ZOOM from 
7:00-8:15 pm on Wednesdays.  We invite you to 
come and join us. 
 
   If you are interested, please contact Dave 
Price (505/897-0875, dr555price@msn.com) to 
ask for more information. 
 
   As the church opens up, we may experiment 
with a hybrid (in-person and ZOOM) prayer 
meeting. 
 
   God bless and keep you.  Our Lord Jesus be 
with you. 
 
--   Dave Price 
 
 
Grief Support Group 
 
   Currently meeting virtually at 6:00pm on 
Fridays. 
For more information, contact David or Le Nien 
Mueller 505//898-1991 
 
 
UMM 
 
   The United Methodist Men meet the 3rd 
Saturday each month. 
 
   Currently, the meetings are held in the 
Fellowship Hall and concurrently via ZOOM. 
 
   Contact John White 505//363-9463 or  
David Mueller 505//898-1991  
for more information. 
 
 
 
Alpha Sunday School Class 
 
   Currently the Alpha Sunday School class 
meets via ZOOM on Sundays at 11:00am.  They 
are studying the Gospel of Luke.  Contact Dave 
Price for more information (505//897-0875). 
 
 
 

Heads Up— 
   Be Ready— 
      Church-Wide Talent Show 
 
   To help celebrate as the worst of the pandemic 
appears to be over, we would like to hold a 
church-wide talent show in a few months.  Will 
you share your talents with our church family? 
 
   The dates for the church talent show have not 
been set yet, but we hope to hold the talent show 
in two months. 
 
   Right now, we hope to have a talent show l 
lasting an hour and a half.  We can have up to 
ten presentations of no more than eight minutes 
each.  During the talent show intermission, there 
will be a white elephant bag sale.  All proceeds 
of the white elephant bag sale will go to 
missions—divided between the church and youth 
missions outreach. 
 
   Because we would like to have a good talent 
show, we will ask performers to attend several 
rehearsals before the actual talent show.   
Rehearsals will be adjusted to meet performers’ 
schedules. 
 
   What kind of talents are we interested in?  We 
want presentations that are entertaining and 
suitable for families.  We would like to have 
presentations from all members of the church, 
from the children, youth and older members of 
the church.  We will want people to try out for the 
talent show, but it seems unlikely we will turn 
away any potential performers. 
 
   Will you join with us in having good clean fun 
with our church family?  It may be the best thing 
that we have seen together for a long time. 
 
   If you have any comments and questions 
about this church enterprise, contact Dave Price 
at home at 505/897-0875 or  
dr555price@msn.com . 
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Classifieds 
Submit your classified ad through the 
Messenger’s eMail – Deadline is the 15th  
PHUMCNewsletter@GMail.Com 
 
 
A LazyBoy queen size sleeper sofa - $500.00.  
Contact Penny Price at 505//897-0875. 
 

-=-=-=- 
 

Julie Claybaugh has an adjustable, queen-size 
bed she wants to get rid of.  If interested, call 
Julie at (402) 640-4836. 
 

Would you or 
someone you know  
   be a great fit  
      at Sacramento? 
 We Are Hiring! 
 

Summer Job Announcement 
For Sacramento Camp and Conference Center 
  
   Ever wanted to live a summer in the beautiful 
cool pine covered mountains of southern New 
Mexico? 
   Ever thought of serving God at a Christian 
Camp for a summer?   
   Ever thought of God using you to make a 
difference in a child or adults’ life?   
   Have you ever thought about serving in active 
ministry or behind the scenes support ministry to 
our many guests that visit each summer?   
 
   Come join our community of summer staff to 
serve an exciting season at Sacramento Camp 
and Conference Center and you will get to 
experience amazing things.  It is a choice you 
will never regret or forget! 
 
You can download  
   our summer staff application at  
   www.sacramentocamp.org 
 

 
 
   For staff meeting this week, members of our 
staff enjoyed a morning at Grace Park (owned 
and operated by the UMC Albuquerque District) 
in the Manzano Mountains. This campground is 
available for use by churches, scouts, families, 
etc. by reservation through the NM Conference 
office. 
 
 
PHUMC Website:  https://www.phumcnm.org 
  Remember the ‘s’ in the ‘https’ means it is a  
  secure site. 
 
   Giving:  1) Send it in an envelope mailed to  
   the church (Paradise Hills UMC, 4700  
   Paradise Blvd., NW, Albuquerque, NM  87114 
   or  
                 2) go to our website (phumcnm.org), 
   go to the third line of the home page, “Easy 
   Giving: Click here,” and you may provide your 
   offering via credit card or by signing up for  
   regular monthly contributions from your  
   checking account. 
 
Church Directory:  
https://paradisehillsumc.breezechms.com 
   You’ll need a Username and Password to 
   sign in. 
   Contact the church office for more  
   information  505//898-1327 
 
Newsletter Submissions:   
   PHUMCNewsletter@GMail.Com 
   All submissions will be edited for content and    
space by our editor. 

 

Publisher – Colleen Smith 
Editor – Rev. Jeanie Williams 
Reporter - Peggy Stevens 
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