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And now. . .    
  

A Word  
 

From our Pastor      
 
   We are heading in-
to the busy month of 
October!  There are 
many events plan-
ned and the fall sea-
son is in full swing!  
The balloons will be 
up, the Covid/Omi-
cron numbers are 
down, and I’m exci-
ted about the pros-
pects of a time of rebound for our church. 
 
   I mentioned in my sermon on “Kickoff Sunday” 
that church success is ambiguous.  If you ask 10 
people how things are at their church, you’ll likely 
get 10 different answers, based on their personal 
experiences and preferences.  Within my answer 
of how I gage church success, it included know-
ing that the presence of the Holy Spirit is at work 
during worship.  I have been energized by the 
feedback and response of the people after our 
Worship Services, knowing with certainty that the 
Holy Spirit has been at work. 
 

   I foresee our church continuing its momentum 
over the month of October, for very specific rea-
sons.  It still ALL centers around Christ, and the 
ideas and passion of the people.  All elements 
are in place. 
 
   October in the church is kind of like “cruising 
altitude” on a commercial airliner.  The launches 
of early Fall have taken place, changes and imp-
lementations have been made, and now we 
cruise and see how the ride goes.  Please pray 
for all the complexities that go on behind the 
scenes, in order to maintain altitude.  May we 
commit to God as our pilot.  Commit to loving 
each other in the church  Above all else, love 
each other deeply, because love covers a multi-
tude of sins (1 Peter 4:8).  My focus in October 
will be, building the bond of love within the 
church.    
 
Pastor Jared Secret 
 

 
 

Quote of the Month 
  
Our purpose as men and women  

is to proceed as if there are no limits  
to our abilities.       -Anonymous 

 
 

VOTE 
 

October Worship Opportunities 
 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
9:00-9:30am  Coffee Fellowship  
   in the Fellowship Hall 
9:30-10:30am  Contemporary Worship  
   in the Fellowship Hall 
9:30-10:30am  Adult and Children  
  Sunday School 
10:30-10:50am  Coffee Fellowship  
   in the Fellowship Hall 
11:00am-12:00pm  Traditional Worship  
   in the Sanctuary  
11:00am-12:00pm  Adult and Youth  
  Sunday School  



 
 

October 1st – 9th  Balloon Fiesta 
October 2nd        World Communion Sunday 
October 4th        Yom Kippur 
October 9th        Full Moon 
October 10th      Columbus Day 
           Indigenous Peoples Day 
October 24th      United Nations Day 
October 25th      New Moon 
 

Pre-recorded Online Worship Services 
available on YouTube 

 
 

Looking Forward   
 
November 1st    All Saints Day 
November 6th    Daylight Saving Time Ends 
November 8th    Election Day - VOTE 

     Full Moon 
November 11th  Veterans Day 
November 23rd  New Moon 
November 24th  Thanksgiving Day 
November 27th  First Sunday in Advent 
December 25th  Christmas Day (Sunday) 
 
 
Prayer Requests 
   Please remember to fill out a prayer request 
card.  Live streaming is closer to becoming a 
reality and names can’t be lifted up out loud.  
There are cards outside the Sanctuary doors and 
just inside the Fellowship Hall doors to fill out.  
The ushers will collect them before the service 
starts. 
 
 
Sunday Announcements 
   If you have an announcement that you would 
like to be included on the screen at the worship 
service, they must be e-mailed to Jordan Fisher 
by Tuesday of the week you want the announce-
ments to appear.  Send them to. . .  
PHUMCYouthLeader@GMail.Com  Let her know 
if this is a one week or a two week announce-
ment. 

Altar Flowers 
 
   The sign-up sheets for Altar Flowers are pos-
ted on the Fellowship and Sanctuary bulletin 
board.  Please indicate if this is for a special oc-
casion, in honor of, or memory of someone.  On 
the Sunday before, please place a check in the 
offertory plate for $20.00.  Please indicate on the 
memo line ‘flowers’. 
 
 

Public Health Reminder 
 
   The governor's mandate on wearing masks 
indoors has ceased.  Yet, any time anyone is in 
the building, all are encouraged to wear masks 
especially if you feel you need to wear one. 
 
   Let us all honor and respect the choices we 
make as we look toward the pandemic ending.  
Please pray. 
 

-VOTE- 

 
Why join the choir? 

 
   1. Choirs are biblical - just look at the Book of 
Psalms! Not only were they used for music in the 
Old Testament, they were the hymnal for the 
New Testament church. 
   2. Choirs encourage excellence in worship. 
The pieces are prayerfully selected to match the 
liturgy and uplift the congregation. The choir en-
hances the worship experience for all involved! 
   3. Choirs celebrate the human voice. God 
created us and gave all of us the ability to sing - 
it is an innate ability as proven by young children 
singing as they play from an early age.  
   4. Choirs inspire and lead worship. Properly 
used, a choir can lead the congregation to wor-
ship in Spirit and in truth. 

mailto:PHUMCYouthLeader@GMail.Com


Why Join the Choir Continued –  
 
   5. Choirs can be redemptive communities. 
A choir affirms all its members. Every voice, 
every imperfect part of the Body of Christ is cher-
ished and valued. 
   6. Choirs make us work together. Choirs can 
help cure our culture of self-centeredness. We 
must yield ourselves to one another and the 
Spirit within the context of an endeavor greater 
than ourselves.  
   7. Choirs teach the art and discipline of 
music. These values can be used to enhance 
other parts of our lives.  
 
Psalm 68:4 
Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, 
    extol him who rides on the clouds; 
    rejoice before him—his name is the Lord. 

 
   The Adult Choir practices on Thursdays in the 
sanctuary at 7:00pm for about an hour. 

 
 

PHUMC Music Ministry 
 
   Check out the PHUMC Music Ministry  
YouTube Channel at:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCah4IgCXYl
JLPRZxd8HM1Vw?v 
 
or go to YouTube and search  
   Paradise Hills UMC Music Ministry 
 
 
   We have some of Steve Wiseman’s CDs 
available.  Any donations for the CDs will go 
to the PHUMC choir. 
 
 

Do you know of any visitors? 
 
   Please invite your friends, family and/or 
neighbors to any of our events and/or services. 
 
   If you know of anyone who might want to 
attend, they can check out our website, and the 
services are also on You-Tube:  search – 
Paradise Hills UMC.  The office can also answer 
any questions at 505//898-1327. 

 
 

   Hello, I’m John White.  I 
was born in Everett, Wash-
ington on July 16, 1956.  
My mother was raised 
Methodist, and my father 
grew up in a Reorganized 
LDS Church.  Although as 
a young boy, I was bap-
tized in a Methodist 
church, and was raised in 

a Congregational church.  I graduated from Ev-
erett High School and then earned a BS from the 
University of Washington, and an MS from the 
University of Arizona in Tucson, majoring in ge-
ology.  Between my Junior and Senior years in 
college, I married my first wife Venetia. 

 
   After graduating in 1980, I worked for Texas-
gulf (TG) based out of Tucson, AZ, at the San 
Pedro mine in New Mexico.  At this time my wife 
Venetia and I had our daughter Trevoli.  A trau-
matic birth followed by miraculous recovery led 
us to Emmanuel Baptist church for about a year.  
An incident at the church in 1982 resulted in my 
falling away from church membership, and 
questioning my faith in God. 
 
   Due to a severe recession in 1982, I was laid 
off by TG and was hired by the manager of St. 
Cloud (StC) to work at their new silver mine west 
of Truth or Consequences (T or C) beginning on 
February 1, 1983.  After only a few years of living 
in T or C while working with StC, my wife Venetia 
left me and moved back to Tucson with our 
daughter Trevoli.  After nine years of marriage, I 
filed for a divorce when she made it clear she did 
not want to get back together. 

 
   I met my current wife, Mabel, at the Bluewater 
Bar in Elephant Butte on a Saturday night when I 
had more than one too many drinks.  The sec-
ond time we met was in a laundromat a week 
later.  She was amused because while looking 
intently at her I said, “I know you from some-
where.”  She clearly remembered me.  In an old  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCah4IgCXYlJLPRZxd8HM1Vw?v
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCah4IgCXYlJLPRZxd8HM1Vw?v


run-down laundromat, we were drawn together, 
and married on March 26, 1988. 

 
   Mabel and I celebrated our 34th year of mar-
riage this last March.  When we married, Mabel 
already had 3 boys, and I had my daughter Tre-
voli.  During my remaining time with St. Cloud, 
Mabel and I had a daughter and a son, giving us 
a family of 6 children. 

 
   During my years with St. Cloud, I lived in T or 
C for 5 years, Silver City for 5 years, and then 
back to T or C until 2002.  As metal prices fell in 
the mid-1990s making metal mining unprofitable, 
I started bidding and managing contract con-
struction projects.  This led to my first construc-
tion blasting project in Albuquerque in 1996-1997 
for a subdivision on the bluffs south of Paradise 
Blvd, south and east of the City Lights Apart-
ments – about 3,000 feet west of Paradise Hills 
UMC. 

 
   In 2002, I took an offer to work for Salls Broth-
ers Construction in Albuquerque.  In 2017, while 
continuing to work for Salls Brothers, I started a 
restoration company in partnership with my old-
est stepson Chris.  I manage the financial end in 
my spare time.  

 
   I have written two books, enjoyed writing po-
etry throughout my life, and more recently have 
written songs.  I’ve also served in a variety of 
capacities including City Commissioner, gover-
nor’s business advisor, university adjunct pro-
fessor, and other roles in government, civic, 
professional, youth sports, and church 
organizations.  

 
   During the years after separating from the Bap-
tist church in Tucson, I had time for reflection 
and soul searching.  I slowly learned respect for 
the wisdom imparted to us in the Bible after living 
on the other side, outside of God’s will.  In 1989, 
after a night of desperate fervent prayer and 
pleading to God, I experienced a brief life-chang-
ing vision informing me that God was watching. 

 
   The next morning, I experienced an incredible 
“peace that surpasses all understanding.”  Short-
ly after that, I joined the Methodist church in Sil-
ver City where Mabel and I were living at the 
time.  This began my journey to a deep abiding 

relationship with God thru Jesus Christ.  I am 
blessed to serve God in a variety of ways 
through the Methodist church as well outside the 
church. 

 
   From Silver City, Mabel and I moved to T or C, 
where I continued involvement with the Metho-
dist church.  When we moved to Albuquerque, I 
had a choice of churches.  My pastor in T or C 
knew I was moving to the northwest side of town, 
and suggested Mesa View, Rio Rancho, or even 
First UMC.  With a wry smile, she commented 
during our conversation, “I’m not too sure about 
those people at Paradise Hills.” 

 
   We moved to Albuquerque in 2003.  I took 
turns attending Rio Rancho, Mesa View and 
PHUMC.  I enjoyed the contemporary service at 
Mesa View the most.  Prayerful consideration led 
me to see it’s not about what I like in a service 
that matters.  My decision turned on where I felt 
God had a purpose for me.  This led me to 
PHUMC. 

 
   Eight years ago, I completed writing the soon 
to be published book, Building My Faith.  The 
book describes my faith journey to the age of 58.  
Jean Waszak and my involvement at PHUMC 
influenced and motivated me to finish the 
manuscript. 

 
   While preparing the first sermon I gave at Par-
adise Hills, I recognized the many times I per-
sonally experienced the protecting hand of Prov-
idence, direct answers to prayers, revealing 
truths, inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the incredible 
peace of Christ, and life changing grace through 
a relationship with Jesus.  The process of writing 
the book led me to see God’s presence through-
out my life, even when I turned my back on God.  
I now see regularly and clearly God’s hand at 
work.  I continue to be blessed by being a part of 
PHUMC, and believe God has great expecta-
tions for our congregation in the years to come. 
    

-VOTE- 

 



Paradise Hills Pre-School 
 
   The Pre-School is always ready to enroll child-
ren into their classes.  Contact Angie at:  
505//899-0854 for more information.  
 
 

Youth News 
 
   We are currently studying the Gospel of John 
during Sunday School time. 
 
   The Youth meet the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month (and on the 5th Sunday when there is one) 
at 5:00pm in the Youth room.   All Youth, 6th-
12th grade, are invited to attend. 

 
 

  

The Pumpkin Patch! 
         IS HERE! 

 
 Set up for the Pumpkin Patch will be on Octo-
ber 1st from 9am to Noon.  This will entail bring-
ing out the pallets, fencing, etc.  Volunteers are 
needed. 
 
   Our annual Pumpkin Patch is scheduled to 
start on October 8th with the arrival of the pump-
kins!  Watch your email for updates on the un-
loading (fingers crossed they’re on time) and 
then for a Sign Up Genius link to work the sales 
table.   
 
   Sales begin October 9th from 12:00 noon to 
7:00pm each day.  Proceeds benefit youth 
ministries and help us with visibility in the 
community.  
 
 

-VOTE- 
 
 

SPECIAL AND REGULAR EVENTS 
IN OCTOBER 

 
Submit your activity through the Messenger’s 
eMail – Deadline is the 15th 
PHUMCNewsletter@GMail.Com 

Women’s Gathering 

 
   The next Women's Gathering is scheduled for 
Saturday, October 1st at 10:00am in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Contact Mary Spurlock for more 
information at 505//720-1465 
 
 

HtP   Hiking to Paradise   HtP 
 
   Here is a group focusing on discipleship – 
bringing Christ into our everyday lives.  Anyone 
can join us at 5:30pm on Tuesdays in Room 5 
(Alpha Class room). 
 
  If that might interrupt your dinner – bring dinner 
with you. 
 

What is Stitch 2 Gather? 

   We are a group of crafters who fellowship 
weekly and welcome those wanting to learn or 
share a new skill/craft.  Some of the crafts that 
we share include knitting, crocheting, quilting, 
and cross stitch.  We also share a wonderful 
“stash” of yarn, patterns and ideas. 

   We work on our own personal projects and/or 
projects to be donated.  We make and assemble 
assorted sized lap blankets and bed throws for 
veterans at the Albuquerque VA Hospital and 
hats and scarves for local nursing facilities and 
schools. 

   We meet every THURSDAY from 2-4pm in 
the Conference room.  Be advised we are enthu-
siastic about what we do, and you may find your-
self “hooked or needled” into trying something 
new.  Come when you can, and stay as long as 
you can.  

Paradise Hills Church 
4700 Paradise Blvd.  NW 
505-898-1327 
  
Or call Le Nien Mueller at 505-898-1991 if you 
have questions. 

mailto:PHUMCNewsletter@GMail.Com


 
 
   The United Methodist Men’s Breakfast will 
meet on Saturday, September 17th at 8:00am in 
the Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome to attend. 
 

 

Rummage Sale 
 
   We’ll be bringing back 
the church wide Rum-
mage sale on October 15 

from 9-12.  Drop off any and all items (no clothes 
please) for sale on Friday, October 14 in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  They’ll be sold on Saturday and I 
will need a volunteer with a truck to help me take 
leftovers to Goodwill.  Please email  

phumcyouthleader@gmail.com 
if you’re able to help.  
 

  Fall Festival   
 
   Fall Festival is October 22 from 9-1 this year.  
We’ll be needing volunteers to help set up/take 
down and run information booths.  Email 
phumcyouthleader@gmail.com to sign up to help 
with this outreach event! 
 

  Blood Drive   

 
   While the Fall Festival is going on (Saturday, 
October 22nd), PHUMC will have another Blood 
Drive – this time in the Fellowship Hall from 
10:00am to 3:00pm.   
 
   An eMail with a link to set up an appointment 
will be sent out around October 8th.  If you have 
trouble on the computer, you may call Vitalant at 
505//246-1486 to set up an appointment.  Other-
wise – Walk-ins are welcome! 
 
 

VOTE 

Classifieds 
   Submit your classified ad through The 
Messenger’s eMail – Deadline is the 15th of the 
month PHUMCNewsletter@GMail.Com 
   OR call Peggy on or before the 15th of the 
month at 505//712-1027 
 
 

Church Bulletin Boards are for You! 
 
   Do you have something for sale?  Need a job?  
Have a job to fill (at home or in the workforce)?  
Have a local event to promote?  Then the church 
bulletin board(s) may be what you need. 
 
   Pastor Jared will see to the approval, editing, 
or refusal of all notices.  Please write out actual 
ad you would like placed on the bulletin board(s).  
Get it in early (2 weeks at least) with a date of 
placement and date of removal. 
 

Please note:  All notices can be placed in 
The Messenger as well. 
 

Housekeeping 
 
   Nancy Burn’s daughter-in-law, April Smalley, is 
looking for some help to do light housekeep-ing.  
The job is 20 hours/week, Monday-Friday 
11:00am to 3:00pm.  This also includes driving to 
doctor appointments when needed.  The position 
pays $10.80 per hour.  If interested, call April 
Smalley (505) 514-5263 
 

 
 

Driver Needed 
 
   Don and Nancy Burns nned a driver for doctor 
appointmentss and grocery shopping.  They pay 
$10.00/hr.  Must have own vevicle.  Nancy uses 
a walker.  Will schedule ahead as needed.  
Contact Nancy 505//363-6171 or Don 505//507-
1030. 
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From UM News Daily Digest 
 

Central Texas Conference 
Bishop Russell dies 
at age 96 
FORT WORTH, Texas — 
Bishop John William Russell 
died Sept. 2 at age 96. He 
served various local churches 
and as a district 
superintendent before his 

election as bishop in 1980. In 1988, he became 
the first episcopal leader of the newly formed 
Central Texas Conference. Russell was a World 
War II veteran. He and his late wife, Mary Jean, 
were married for 71 years. 
 
 

United Methodist Communications 
Celebrating the call of United 
Methodists 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Following God's call to 
transform the world might seem impossible, but 
it's a reality for United Methodists. The 
denomination's global connection provides and 
supports a wide variety of robust 
ministries — from health care to education to 
social justice — that change and save lives 
every day. A new, downloadable video from 
United Methodist Communications celebrates 
that call. 
 

Editorial:  It’s been said:  Before we can 

change the world, maybe we need to change our 
nation.  Before we can change our nation, 
maybe we need to change our state.  Before we 
can change our state, maybe we need to change 
our city – our neighborhood – our family – me. 
 

 Let there be peace on earth,  

and let it begin with me.   
 
 

Religion News Service 
Hillary and Chelsea Clinton talk faith 
in series 
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — In the new AppleTV+ 
series "Gutsy," Hillary Clinton and daughter 
Chelsea take time to talk about their United 
Methodist faith, including their formative 
experience at First United Methodist Church in 

Little Rock. The two also highlight the faith of the 
women they feature in the series based on their 
bestseller, "The Book of Gutsy Women." 
 
 

The Methodist Church in Britain 
Reflections on queen's passing 

 

LONDON — The Methodist Church in Britain has 
collected several reflections and prayers from 
church leaders on the passing of Queen 
Elizabeth II, as well as offering resources such 
as prayer vigil services, hymn suggestions and 
links to view funeral events online. In addition, 
Methodist Central Hall Westminster, located near 
Westminster Abbey, reports that over 1,000 
journalists, presenters, tech crews and other 
staff are using the building to cover the event. 
"We thank God that Methodist Central Hall 
Westminster is one of the key media centres for 
the Royal Funeral, which could be watched by 
about 4.1 billion viewers globally," wrote the Rev. 
Tony Miles, superintendent minister. 

 
 

Annual Conference Reports 
From Around the World 

 
   See the reports for the United Methodist 
Church here in the states as well as all around 
the world.  New reports are added weekly.  Click 
on the link below, then select the report you 
would like to view. 
 

2022 Annual Conference Reports (umnews.org) 
 
Our 2022 New Mexico Conference Report was 
posted July 7th, 2022. 

 
 

 
 

Deadline is 28 days before Election 
Day (November 8th is Election Day) 

https://www.umnews.org/en/tag/2022-annual-conference-reports


Pandemic Caused Evictions? 
 
   Are you or do you know someone at need of 
financial help?  A new online Portal is available.  
NMHomeFund.Org can help those at risk of 
facing evictions or foreclosure due to the COVID 
Pandemic.  After answering a few questions, 
you’ll be transferred to the correct site for help. 
 

 
The New 

Crisis Hotline Number 
And Other Connections 

 
   The national suicide prevention hotline num-
ber, 1-800-273-TALK (8255), for people with a 
suicidal crisis are now able to call or text 9-8-8 
which started Saturday, July 16th, 2022, and is 
available 24/7/365.  Callers will be connected 
with a professional counselor.  YOU WILL RE-
MAIN ANONYMOUS.  The federal government 
is looking to reduce response times and able to 
handle more calls.  The 10-digit phone number 
will continue as the 9-8-8 number has been 
activated.   
 
   New Mexico has a state suicide prevention 
hotline number 1-855-NMCRISIS (662-7474) as 
well as the web site NMCrisisLine.Com and a 
mobile app NMConnect. 
 

    
 
 

Assistance from the Fires 
In New Mexico 

 
   If you know of anyone needing assistance after 
being affected from the fires in New Mexico, 
please pass on this information: 
 
   You may call the state fire resource hotline: 
1-800-432-2080, Option #4 
   Individuals in Colfax, Lincoln, Los Alamos, 
Mora, San Miguel, Sandoval, and Valencia 

Counties who have experienced losses from 
these wildfires and flooding following were able 
to begin applying 5/5/22 with FEMA. 
   The Governor requested an extension from 
FEMA.  The new deadline to apply is October 
7th, 2022. 
 

Our readers are welcomed to print out any 
and all parts of The Messenger to keep track 

of our scheduled events and stories. 
 
Pastor’s Church Email:  For all church business 
(non-personal) please contact Pastor Jared at 
 

PastorJaredSecret@GMail.Com 
 
 
PHUMC Website:  https://www.phumcnm.org  
Remember the ‘s’ in the ‘https’ means it is a  
   secure site. 
 
   Giving:  1) Send it in an envelope mailed to  
   the church (Paradise Hills UMC, 4700  
   Paradise Blvd., NW, Albuquerque, NM  87114 
   or  
                 2) go to our website (phumcnm.org), 
   go to the third line of the home page, “Easy 
   Giving: Click here,” and you may provide your 
   offering via credit card or by signing up for  
   regular monthly contributions from your  
   checking account. 
 
 
Church Directory:  
https://paradisehillsumc.breezechms.com 
   You’ll need a Username and Password to    
sign in. 
   Contact the church office for more    
information  505//898-1327 
 
 
Newsletter Submissions:   
   PHUMCNewsletter@GMail.Com 
   Please submit your article(s) by the 15th of the 
month for the following month. 
   All submissions will be edited for content and    
space by our editor. 
 
 

Publisher – Colleen Smith 
Editor – Rev. Jared Secret 

Reporter – Peggy Stevens, CLM 
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