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And now. . .     
 

A Word  
 

From our Pastor      
 
   Happy New Year!  I 
love this time of year.  
According to statistic-
brain.com, approxi-
mately 48% make a 
New Year’s Resolution.  
Guess which percent-
age are maintaining 
their resolution after 6 
months?  If you said around 7%, then you are 
correct!  The primary reason people make     
resolutions is the excitement that comes with 
reinventing ourselves.  Psychology Today 
reported the top five resolutions as follows:       
5- increase family time, 4- quit smoking, 3- 
spend less money, 2- get organized, 1- lose 
weight. 
 
   I propose this collective resolution for 2023, 
coming from Psalm chapter 51:  Restore unto 
me the joy of my salvation.  There is a joy which 
God promises that comes with being His child.  A 
joy which sometimes we have to reclaim.  Maybe 
you’re not having any problem in this area.  But if 
so, I propose again that the joy of your salvation 
be restored! 
 
   

   Illness and pandemic continues to rob our joy, 
to some degree.  I pray that within our church 
that joy may be found by those who have lost it.   
 
   I’d also like to mention that, beginning January 
15th, we will broadcast both Worship Services 
live through Facebook.  If you are used to 
watching via YouTube, you may call the office 
and set up an appointment for someone from 
staff to show you how to operate Facebook Live.  
The Worship Team voted to transition to this, 
believing our Service can be marketed better in 
this way.  In addition, the viewer will be able to 
see the Service in its entirety and hear the 
announcements.  I was in favor, as the viewer 
will get to hear my fully prepared sermon, 
instead of the pre-Thursday recorded outline of 
Sunday’s actual sermon.   
 
   Lastly, I want to specifically thank Kari  
Vickerman, Becky Talbott, Jordan Fisher-Garcia, 
and Mike Bowman for the countless hours 
producing the YouTube version for the past two 
years.  It’s a new season ahead!  It’s a New 
Year.  We hope to see you in worship, and may 
you experience the joy of the Lord which comes 
in accordance to gathering with His people, 
according to His Word. 
 
Pastor Jared Secret 
 

 

    
 

 
Quote of the Month 

 
“We are not whole without the gifts of all.”  
 

— Bishop Joel Martinez,  

 



January Worship Opportunities 
 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
9:00-9:30am  Coffee Fellowship  
   in the Fellowship Hall 
9:30-10:30am  Contemporary Worship  
   in the Fellowship Hall 
9:30-10:30am  Adult and Children  
   Sunday School 
10:30-10:50am  Coffee Fellowship  
   in the Fellowship Hall 
11:00am-12:00pm  Traditional Worship  
   in the Sanctuary  
11:00am-12:00pm  Adult and Youth  
   Sunday School 
 
January 1st    New Year’s Day (Sunday) 
     One Service 10:30am 
        Fellowship Hall 
    Please review the Sunday School  
       Class Announcement 
January 6th    Epiphany 
January 8th    Epiphany Sunday (Communion) 
January 16th  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 

 
Looking Forward 

February 2nd    Groundhog Day 
February 14th   Valentine Day 
February 20th   Presidents’ Day 
February 22nd  Ash Wednesday 
 
Prayer Requests 
   Please remember to fill out a prayer request 
card.  Live streaming is closer to becoming a 
reality and names can’t be lifted up out loud.  
There are cards outside the Sanctuary doors and 
just inside the Fellowship Hall doors to fill out.  
The ushers will collect them before the service 
starts. 
 
Sunday Announcements 
   If you have an announcement that you would 
like to be included on the screen at the worship 
service, they must be e-mailed to Jordan Fisher-
Garcia by Tuesday of the week you want the 
announcements to appear.  Send them to. . .  
PHUMCYouthLeader@GMail.Com  Let her know 
if this is a one week or a two week announce-
ment. 

Altar Flowers 
   The sign-up sheets for Altar Flowers are pos-
ted on the Fellowship and Sanctuary bulletin 
boards.  Please indicate if this is for a special oc-
casion, in honor of, or memory of someone.  On 
the Sunday before, please place a check in the 
offertory plate for $20.00.  Please indicate on the 
memo line ‘flowers’. 
 

Public Health Reminder 
 
   The governor's mandate on wearing masks 
indoors has ceased.  Yet, any time anyone is in 
the church building, all are encouraged to wear 
masks - especially if you feel you need to wear 
one. 
 
   Let us all honor and respect the choices we 
make as we look toward the pandemic ending.  
Please pray. 
 
   We have some of Steve Wiseman’s CDs 
available.  Any donations for the CDs will go 
to the PHUMC choir. 
 

Do you know of any visitors? 
 
   Please invite your friends, family and/or 
neighbors to any of our events and/or services. 
 
   If you know of anyone who might want to       
attend, they can check out our website.  
Beginning January 15th, we will broadcast both 
Worship Services live through Facebook.  The 
office can also answer any questions at 
505//898-1327. 

 
Adult Sunday School Class 

 
   The Library Sunday School class is studying   
end-time prophesy and the book of Revelation.  
Class begins at 9:00 am.  Everyone is welcome 
to attend.  The instructors are Dave Mattern and 
Tom Whigham.   
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Alpha Class 
Special Class Time 

January 1st 
 
   The Alpha Sunday school class will be holding 
a special class on Sunday, New Year's Day Jan-
uary 1, 2023, from 9:15 to 10:15 am in Room 5.   
 
   This is for people who may not have other   
activities planned, who want some Christian    
encouragement or who just want to find out what 
the Alpha Sunday school class is like.  Although 
the Alpha Sunday school class is primarily an 
adult class, anyone of any age is welcome. 
 
   If you are interested in coming, please let Dave 
Price know, so we can ensure we have enough 
treats for everyone who comes.  
Home Phone 505/897-0875 or 
Email dr555price@msn.com 
May God bless and keep you, in this holy holiday 
season and all year through. 

 
Holiday Office Schedule 

 
   The Church Office will be closed both Mondays 
after the Holidays December 26th & January 2nd. 
 

 
 

   Hello, I’m your reporter, 
Peggy Stevens.  I’ve been 
working on The Messen-
ger for a couple of years 
now, and it’s probably time 
for my biography – so here 
goes. 
 

   I was born in Lowell, Mass., January 18th, 
1957, and was adopted by Roger & Lorraine 
Stevens about 8 months later in Bedford, Mass.  
They utilized the Florence Crittenton League 
because the state run adoption agencies would 
not adopt to them for they were not Catholic. 

   Did you know the Florence Crittenton 

League was started by the Methodist church?  

Founded in 1896, the agency was named after 
Florence Crittenton, who died at the age of four 
from scarlet fever.  Her father, an affluent New 
York businessman, Charles Crittenton, turned 
his grief into a life-long commitment to provide 
safe havens for young women in need.  The 
agency was originally a refuge for sick and    
destitute women and an early provider of 
daycare for working women before evolving into 
a home for unwed mothers and their adoptive 
babies. 
 
   My brother, David, also from the League, came 
to the family 3 years later.  Then the house was 
too small so we moved to Amherst, NH.  I was 
there from Kindergarten to 2nd Grade.  Then we 
bounced around the nation due to my Father’s 
work, and ended up in Albuquerque in 1974.    
Little did we know Mom would pass on from 
cancer 4 years later. 
 
   My Dad was a Local Lay Pastor for the tiny 
Methodist church in Wells, NY.  That was      
temporary.  Then he went on to electrical 
engineering where he became Special Scientist 
for the Dikewood Corporation in Albuquerque.  
He would teach the Government how to play with 
their computers. 
 
   Mom stayed at home and raised the kids.  We 
became charter members of Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church in Colorado Springs, Colo.  
Dave and I were confirmed in the Lutheran 
Church.  I was in the Youth Choir “Good News 
Inc.” playing my guitar and singing.  We had two 
tours with our choir within the 4 years we were in 
Vienna, Va. 
 
  It was in Vienna where I accepted Christ as my 
personal Lord and Savior in 1971.  I made a 
promise to God that night – No matter what    
people do to me or say to me, I will always help 
other people. 
 
   I graduated from Sandia High School in     
Albuquerque in 1975, and attended UNM, and 
T.V.I. (Assoc. Degree in Accounting).  I started 
working for the Social Security Administration in 
1981 and retired in 2019.  While working, I 
attended the University of Phoenix – 
Albuquerque Campus – and earned my 
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Bachelor’s degree in Accounting.  I could now 
account for something.  ;-} 
 
   I’ve volunteered outside of the church with 
White Water Adventures, UMC Singles’ Re-
treats, Light & Liberty Jail Ministries, The Walk to 
Emmaus, AFGE Local 4041 (Secretary/Treasur-
er), Kairos Prison Ministry, WINGS International, 
SABR Rio Grande Chapter, (and a real fun one) 
Colonel and CO of the Fleet Marines of our Star 
Trek Fan Club – The USS Code Talker NCC-
1195, and Commander of the shuttle craft Dine’ 
(Have you noticed it in the church parking lot?). 
 
   I joined PHUMC in June of 1980.  It was the 
first (and now only) church I have been a     
member without it being the choice due to family.  
I’ve served as Communion Steward, substituted 
in Adult Sunday School Classes, taught 3rd 
Grade Sunday School class a couple of times, 
Member of the Missions Committee and Chaired 
Missions for a year and a half, and brought a 
VBS to a UM church in Taos.  I started attended 
Lay Speaker’s School in 1985 becoming a Local 
Lay Speaker, then a Certified Lay Speaker 
(CLS).  The UMC changed the title to Certified 
Lay Servant in 2010 (?).  Then I heard of the 
position of a Certified Lay Minister (CLM).  I have 
always liked bringing presentations at my work 
with my CLS skills.  More training would bring 
better presentations/sermons so I signed up. 
 
   CLS training was a weekend at a time.  After a 
year of CLM training, I am now PHUMC’s first 
CLM.  Also, through my Lay Speaking and now a 
CLM, I bring the Sunday message once a month 
to a tinsy church in Alcalde, NM (Alcalde UMC). 
 
   Our church, the district, and the conference of 
the UMC could use more CLMs.  New Mexico 
has the top training for CLMs in the Nation!  
Would you like to join in the training?  Ask Pastor 
Jared. 

 
Paradise Hills Pre-School 

 
   The Pre-School is always ready to enroll    
children into their classes.  After the Christmas 
break the Pre-School with resume January 4th.  
Contact Angie at:  505//899-0854 for more 
information.  

Youth News 
 
   We are currently studying the book of Daniel 
during Sunday School time. 
 
   The Youth meet the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month (and on the 5th Sunday when there is one) 
at 5:00pm in the Youth room.   All Youth, 6th-
12th grade, are invited to attend. 
 
 Due to the 1st of January being New Year’s 
Day, the Youth will not meet that evening.  BUT 
we will meet on the 15th & 29th.  (I believe the 
29th will be pizza and game night – ask Jordan 
for more information.) 
 

 
 

 
 

SPECIAL AND REGULAR EVENTS 
IN JANUARY 

 
Submit your activity through the Messenger’s 
eMail – Deadline is the 15th 
PHUMCNewsletter@GMail.Com 

 
 

Stitch to Gather 

 
FROM TWITTER: 

 
   Every time I tell people 
how much I love to knit, 
they seem so surprised!  
But it truly has become 
one of my most meaning-
ful (and fun) pastimes.  
For me, knitting is a       
release.  It lets my hands 
lead the way as my mind 
trails behind. 

-Michelle Obama 
 

   Stitch 2 Gather returns 
Tuesday, January 5th at 2pm. 
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Women’s Gathering 

 
   The next Women's Gathering is scheduled for 
Saturday, January 7th at 10:00am in the         
Fellowship Hall.   
 
   Contact Mary Spurlock or Colleen Guess for 
more information at 505//720-1465 or 505//898-
1327 respectively. 
 

Women’s Monthly 
Bible Study 

 
   The Women’s Monthly Bible Study is here.  We 
meet the 2nd Monday of the Month at 9:30am.  
Contact Sandra McNary for more informaiton. 
 

HtP    Hiking to Paradise    HtP 
 

   Here is a group focusing on 
discipleship – bringing Christ 
into our everyday lives.  
Anyone can join us weekly at 
5:30pm on Tuesdays in Room 
5 (Alpha Class room). 
   If that might interrupt your 
dinner – bring dinner with you! 

   For more information, contact Peggy Stevens 
at 505//712-1027 
 

Amazing Grazing  
Is Back! 

 
   Amazing Grazing is a group, not limited to 
women, that enjoys the diversity and challenges 
of cooking, and fellowship.  It has been in      
existence for about 10 years.   
 
   We meet from 11:00am to 1:00pm, and start 
with a demonstration of a dish or food item, an 
appliance (air fryer, etc.) or a cooking technique.  
After the demo, we eat.  Each person brings a 
dish conforming to a pre-determined category, 
such as Italian, soups, vegetarian, pineapple, 
etc.  Each person brings the recipe of the dish he 
or she has brought, and makes it available for 
copying for the group to take.   
 
   After the meal, there is a business meeting to 
discuss the next month's category and who will 

be responsible for the demonstration.          
Sometimes there is a fun activity instead of a 
demonstration.  Some of the fun activities have 
been a Food Jeopardy, a blind taste test, or a 
utensil Olympics.   
 
   Amazing Grazing is open to anyone who 
wishes to attend.  Because of the logistics        
involved in the demonstration, and for seating, 
we would appreciate your letting us know if you 
plan to attend.   
 
   The January meeting will be on Tuesday the 
10th; the category is soups; the demonstration 
will be tortillas.  Please contact Penny Price by 
email or text or phone call if you are coming to 
the new Amazing Grazing. 
Email is pennylprice@msn.com   
Cell phone is 505-620-3928. 
 

Wednesday Night Dinners 
Starting Again 

 
 Wednesday Night Dinners will return on the 
11th of January at 5:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
Pastor Jared’s study on “The Story” will continue 
right after the dinner around 6:00pm. 

 
 The United Methodist 
Men will be hosting their 
monthly breakfast on 
January 21, 2023 begin-

ning at 8:00 AM in the fellowship hall.  
 
   Our own Tom Whigham will be presenting a 
program about his passion for astronomical   
photography.  He will share what led him into this 
hobby, what equipment and knowledge he      
acquired, and also show several of the amazing 
photographs he has taken of distant galaxies, 
nebulae, and other out of this world features of 
the cosmos.  For Tom, the sights he captures of 
our universe heightens his sense of awe of 
God's creation.  I think it will do the same for all 
those who come to hear him speak and view his 
amazing images of the heavens.   
 
   All are invited to attend.  If you plan to join us, 
please let us know who and how many will        
attend.  Email johnwhite6225@gmail.com 
Text to 505//363-9463. 
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Prayer & Praise for 

Friends & Family 
Quarterly Emphasis 

 
   The first of our quarterly prayer focus, Prayer 
for Friends and Family/Prayer for Those in 
Harm's Way, is coming up on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 18, 2023 at 7:00 pm.  We need your help 
(prayer concerns and people to pray).  People 
can pray with us on January 18 or they can pray 
through the prayer list over the next quarter 
when the next prayer list is available after April 
19, 2023. 
 
   This prayer meeting is for long-standing prayer 
concerns (like the need for salvation or long-
standing health issues) or for those who face 
dangerous life situations due to their professions 
(like firefighters, police, military).  Will you bring 
these concerns before the throne of God with 
us?  
 
   Prayer concerns need to be submitted to David 
Price through the church office,  
or through his eMail dr555price@msn.com,  
or his phone 505//897-0875  
by January 15, 2023 to build the prayer list.  
Even if you have submitted prayers in the past, 
you need to update them since we want to keep 
the list fresh and current, repre-senting real and 
ongoing needs. 
   Will you join in this vital and effective ministry?  
God does answer the prayers of His people. 
 
 

Classifieds 
   Submit your classified ad through The 
Messenger’s eMail – Deadline is the 15th of the 
month PHUMCNewsletter@GMail.Com 
   OR call Peggy on or before the 15th of the 
month at 505//712-1027 
 
 

Free 
To a Good Home 

 
   There is a mature, male tabby cat looking for a 
home.  He mostly prefers to stay outside, but 
when he comes in, he is a sweet cat.   
   If interested, call Hazel at (505) 702-5933. 
 

 
 
 

From UM News Daily Digest 
 

Eastern Pennsylvania Conference 
Conference Sends 10,000 Christmas 
Cards to Prisoners 
NORRISTOWN, Pa. — Nearly 7,000 Christmas 
cards were sent to prisoners in 12 correctional 
facilities through the efforts of the Prison        
Ministries and Restorative Justice Team in the     
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. The 
prisoners also got more than 3,000 blank cards 
so they can send holiday greetings to family and 
friends. 
 

WHDH-Boston 
Church Hosts Vigil Ahead of 

Sandy Hook Anniversary 
 

WOBURN, Mass. — In advance of the 10th 
anniversary of the Dec. 14, 2012, Sandy Hook 
Elementary School shooting, a crowd of area 
residents gathered at Woburn United Methodist 
Church to honor the memory of all of those lost 
to gun violence. Candles were lit during the vigil 
and a series of speakers addressed the issue of 
gun violence and shared stories of how it has 
impacted their lives. 
 

 
Annual Conference Reports 

from Around the World 

 
   See the reports for the United Methodist 
Church here in the states as well as all around 
the world.  New reports are added weekly.  Click 
on the link below, then select the report you 
would like to view. 
 

2022 Annual Conference Reports (umnews.org) 
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Pandemic Caused Evictions? 
 
   Are you or do you know someone at need of 
financial help?  A new online Portal is available.  
NMHomeFund.Org can help those at risk of 
facing evictions or foreclosure due to the COVID 
Pandemic.  After answering a few questions, 
you’ll be transferred to the correct site for help. 
 
 

The New 
Crisis Hotline Number 

and Other Connections 
 
   The national suicide prevention hotline num-
ber, 1-800-273-TALK (8255), for people with a 
suicidal crisis are now able to call or text 9-8-8, 
and is available 24/7/365.  Callers will be 
connected with a professional counselor.  YOU 
WILL REMAIN ANONYMOUS.   
 
   New Mexico has a state suicide prevention 
hotline number 1-855-NMCRISIS (662-7474) as 
well as the web site NMCrisisLine.Com and a 
mobile app NMConnect. 

 
 

Our readers are welcomed to print out any 
and all parts of The Messenger to keep track 

of our scheduled events and stories. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PHUMC Website:  https://www.phumcnm.org  
Remember the ‘s’ in the ‘https’ means it is a  
   secure site. 
 
 
Giving:   

1) Send it in an envelope mailed to the church  
Paradise Hills UMC 
4700 Paradise Blvd., NW 
Albuquerque, NM  87114 

   or  
2) go to our website (phumcnm.org), 

go to the third line of the home page 
“Easy Giving: Click here,”  
and you may provide your offering via  
credit card or by signing up for regular 
monthly contributions from your checking 
account. 

 
 
Church Directory:  
https://paradisehillsumc.breezechms.com 
   You’ll need a Username and Password to    
sign in. 
   Contact the church office for more    
information  505//898-1327 
 
 
Newsletter Submissions:   
   PHUMCNewsletter@GMail.Com 
   Please submit your article(s) by the 15th of the 
month for the following month. 
   All submissions will be edited for content and    
space by our editor. 
 
 

 
 

Publisher – Colleen Smith 
Reporter – Peggy Stevens, CLM 

Editor – Rev. Jared Secret 
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